
Educational Choices and
 INNOVATION

SUMMER TIME is Here!  
Maybe your child will be attending a Summer Bridge or
Century 21st program offered at one of our schools,
going to summer camp or even travelling on a family
vacation. Whatever the choice, remember to keep them
active and engaged while school is out for summer
break.  While summertime is a relaxed time for
students, it does not have to be a time for losing skills
needed to successfully enter the next grade. 
 Continuing to learn during the summer break is crucial
for students to maintain the learning gains made
throughout the school year.  

Studies show that some students in the 3rd through 5th
grade are at risk to lose, on average, 20 percent of their
reading learning gains in reading and 27 percent of their
learning gains in math.  

 
Fun Summer Activities

Beach Activities - If you are going to the beach consider
a family scavenger hunt, collecting seashells to sort,
group and count or counting the time between waves. 
 Consider reading a book while having a snack on the
beach.   For book suggestions, visit:
www.readingrockets.org/booklists/books-beach 

www.scholastic.com/summer 
www.bookitprogram.com
www.osceolalibrary.org/kids/summerreading

www.fun4orlandokids.com/Programs-Classes/Free-Programs

www.floridastudents.org

https://raycenter.wp.drake.edu/parentguide/

www.lakeshorelearning.com/resources/free-resources

www.newworldsreading.com

Grocery Shopping - Make it a family project!  Ask kids to
make a list of the needed items.  When you arrive at the store
play I Spy with the grocey items or turn the outing into a
grocery scavenger hunt.

Reading Challenge - Sign up for one or all of these summer
reading challenges: 

Make reading a part of their summer days. 

Other Resources for Summer Learning
Fun 4 Orlando Kids-CFAMily Saturdays

CPALMS - Florida Students Educational Resources for Learning

Character Counts!

Lakeshore

The New Worlds Reading Initiative
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Summer Time - Keep them
Active and Engaged
School Spotlight-
Highlands Elementary

Important Dates

Did you Know?
World Ocean Day
Family-Friendly  Beaches
Beach Learning Opportunities

NEW THIS MONTH:  

"Your children need your presence more than your presents.
                                                                                        - Jesse Jackson

http://www.readingrockets.org/booklists/books-beach
http://www.fun4orlandokids.com/Programs-Classes/Free-Programs
http://www.floridastudents.org/
https://raycenter.wp.drake.edu/parentguide/
http://www.lakeshorelearning.com/resources/free-resources
http://www.newworldsreading.com/


Use reusable water bottles and containers to help reduce the trash you generate.Use reusable water bottles and containers to help reduce the trash you generate.Use reusable water bottles and containers to help reduce the trash you generate.
Take a garbage bag with you to collect any trash generated during your visit.Take a garbage bag with you to collect any trash generated during your visit.Take a garbage bag with you to collect any trash generated during your visit.      Make sure to dispose in the proper bins; if no trash binsMake sure to dispose in the proper bins; if no trash binsMake sure to dispose in the proper bins; if no trash bins
are available, take the bag with you and dispose of properly.are available, take the bag with you and dispose of properly.are available, take the bag with you and dispose of properly.
Avoid bringing plastic items such as straws and six-pack rings to the beach.Avoid bringing plastic items such as straws and six-pack rings to the beach.Avoid bringing plastic items such as straws and six-pack rings to the beach.   
Keep cigarettes off the beach.Keep cigarettes off the beach.Keep cigarettes off the beach.      Cigarette butts are a major cause of water pollution.Cigarette butts are a major cause of water pollution.Cigarette butts are a major cause of water pollution.
Organize or participate in a beach clean up.Organize or participate in a beach clean up.Organize or participate in a beach clean up.

During the month of June people around the world honor and celebrate our Global Ocean.During the month of June people around the world honor and celebrate our Global Ocean.During the month of June people around the world honor and celebrate our Global Ocean.      The ocean is an essential component of theThe ocean is an essential component of theThe ocean is an essential component of the
Earth's ecosystem and regulates the Earth's climate.Earth's ecosystem and regulates the Earth's climate.Earth's ecosystem and regulates the Earth's climate.      More than 70 percent of the Earth's oxygen is produced by the ocean. The oceanMore than 70 percent of the Earth's oxygen is produced by the ocean. The oceanMore than 70 percent of the Earth's oxygen is produced by the ocean. The ocean
covers all but 30 percent of the Earth's surface and produces more oxygen than all the trees on Earth combined.covers all but 30 percent of the Earth's surface and produces more oxygen than all the trees on Earth combined.covers all but 30 percent of the Earth's surface and produces more oxygen than all the trees on Earth combined.      

Did you know that the Global Ocean is mapped to show five Oceans?- the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Artic, and the Southern OceanDid you know that the Global Ocean is mapped to show five Oceans?- the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Artic, and the Southern OceanDid you know that the Global Ocean is mapped to show five Oceans?- the Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Artic, and the Southern Ocean
(Antartic).(Antartic).(Antartic).      No matter which Ocean you call home, it is important to remember that the Ocean provides so much for human life.No matter which Ocean you call home, it is important to remember that the Ocean provides so much for human life.No matter which Ocean you call home, it is important to remember that the Ocean provides so much for human life.      BesidesBesidesBesides
regulating the climate and producing oxygen, it provides food, medicine, recreation, improves psychological health, transportation andregulating the climate and producing oxygen, it provides food, medicine, recreation, improves psychological health, transportation andregulating the climate and producing oxygen, it provides food, medicine, recreation, improves psychological health, transportation and
economic benefits (jobs).economic benefits (jobs).economic benefits (jobs).

In the United States, Florida has more coastline than any other state.In the United States, Florida has more coastline than any other state.In the United States, Florida has more coastline than any other state.      Florida enjoys 800 miles of beaches of which many have beenFlorida enjoys 800 miles of beaches of which many have beenFlorida enjoys 800 miles of beaches of which many have been   
   recognized as some of the best beaches in the world.recognized as some of the best beaches in the world.recognized as some of the best beaches in the world.      With so many pristine, white powdered beaches to choose from, it is no wonderWith so many pristine, white powdered beaches to choose from, it is no wonderWith so many pristine, white powdered beaches to choose from, it is no wonder
why millions of people from around the world visit Florida each year.why millions of people from around the world visit Florida each year.why millions of people from around the world visit Florida each year.      While we enjoy the magic of Florida's coasts this summer,While we enjoy the magic of Florida's coasts this summer,While we enjoy the magic of Florida's coasts this summer,
remember that we are all responsible for the well being of one of the world's biggest resource for life on Earth.remember that we are all responsible for the well being of one of the world's biggest resource for life on Earth.remember that we are all responsible for the well being of one of the world's biggest resource for life on Earth.      Here are a few things youHere are a few things youHere are a few things you
can do to help preserve the Ocean:can do to help preserve the Ocean:can do to help preserve the Ocean:

For more information on how to help protect our Ocean, visit www.worldoceanday.org and oceanconservancy.org.For more information on how to help protect our Ocean, visit www.worldoceanday.org and oceanconservancy.org.For more information on how to help protect our Ocean, visit www.worldoceanday.org and oceanconservancy.org.

UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES

Highlands Elementary School is the home of the new
Space and Weather Magnet Program.  Highlands Space
Cowboys  work in teams to solve real-life science,
technology and math while using space and weather
exploration as a theme to create a positive learning
experience that raises students' expectations of success
and motivates them to pursue studies in these fields. 
 Teachers use digital tools such as planetarium projectors,
star gazing and weather forecasting tools to enhance the
learning experience while providing unique opportunities
for students to be innovators, inquisitive and self-
motivated to explore and learn.  Highlands  strives to
cultivate a sense of wonder for the world in the young
minds of our future generation.

 

SCHOOL SPOTLIGHT
HIGHLANDS ELEMENTARY 
Home of the Cowboys

For more information, visit:
www.osceolaschools.net/HLES

May 28th - June 10th - Disaster Preparedness Sales Tax Holiday
May 25th - June 29th - Register for Osceola Virtual School

June 21st - Summer Solstice/First Day of Summer
July 4th - Independence Day

Did You Know 
June 8th is for protecting our world's resources?

Clearwater Beach 
Siesta Key

Family-Friendly Florida Beaches
Magnify Grains of Sand
How Hot is the Sand?

www.onlypassionatecuriosity/com/5-easy-stem-activities-to-do-at-the-beach/
www.littlebinsfor little hands.com/beach-learning-activities-for-kids/

Visit the websites below for tips and learn more about family-friendly beach activities:

Beach Learning Opportunities
Explore the Senses
Write A Message on the Sand

Specialized Magnet Program
 Space and Weather

Enrichment Offerings
Robotics
Strings

Panama City Beach
Daytona Beach

August 10th - First Day of School

Learn about Ocean TidesAmelia Island


